AGRICULTURE honours stu-
dent Holly Swarbrick prepares a
topdressing trial being conduct-
ed at the Centre for Rhizobium
Studies, Murdoch University.
The controlled environment
studies are preliminaries to field
evaluations in the 2007 growing
season, which will be part of
Holly’s honours project. She is
also conducting survey to table
grower experience in topdress-
ing ALOSCA inoculants. Holly
would like to hear from farmers
who top-dressed ALOSCA last
season. Email her at
swarbh(1@student.uwa.edu.au

Versatlle moculant for legumes

MANY common pasture establishment problems
faced by growers can be addressed with
ALOSCA Technologies innovative legume inoc-
ulant range.

ALOSCA technical manager Chris Poole said
Rhizobia delivery products reliant on cool and
moist seeding conditions to maintain viability
were often left prone to failure under the con-
straints of evolving farming systems.

“These changes present circumstances where a
compromise in the seeding program is required to
ensure the peat-based system works properly,” Mr
Poole said.

Good work has been done by WA research
agencies and companies to produce new and
innovative pasture and nitrogen fixing bacteria
technologies, but often without addressing the
need to deliver inoculants in less than perfect
seeding conditions that often prevail.

“Many of the new generation small seeded pas-
tures species have a shallow seeding requirement,
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which makes ALOSCA inoculants very compat-
ible as soil surfaces commonly dry out following
seeding,” Mr Poole said.

“One of the key advantages of the ALOSCA
dry granule inoculant range is its provision for
growers to sow under marginal or dry sowing
conditions without loss of inoculant viability.

“This allow emerging pastures to take advan-
tage early season rain and the warmers conditions
that typically prevail during late autumn early
winter.

“The properties of the clay-based granule also
buffers against the harmful effects of pesticide
seed dressings need to combat early insect infes-
tation.

“Top dressing ALOSCA onto existing pasture
seed banks to rejuvenate the nitrogen fixing effi-
ciency of the paddock is another initiative we are
looking at closely.”

(0 More information: ALOSCA, phone Chris
Poole on 0429 815 638.
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1 CSBP pastures market development manager Kirk Reynolds (right) and Bevan Bignell

at Rylington Park community research farm near Boyup Brook.

Match topdressing
to stocking rates

WA livestock producers planning similar or
increased stocking rates to previous years have
been urged to maintain their fertiliser applications
accordingly this season.

Newly appointed CSBP pastures market devel-
opment manager Kirk Reynolds said it was under-
standable that 2007 inputs were being put under
the microscope after the difficult conditions last
year.

But Mr Reynolds cautioned that fertiliser treat-
ments should not be altered if producers intended
running similar stocking rates.

He said the direct correlation between stocking
rate and profitability had been proven, and so
lower stocking rates this season would also result

New clover for weed control

AGRICULTURE Department plant scien-
tists have successfully bred the first cultivar
of eastern star clover released in the agricul-
tural world.

The variety Agwest Sothis was bred by
the department’s Pasture Science Group.

It was officially released yesterday for seed
bulk-up and will be commercially available
to growers in 2008.

Agwest Sothis will be an important new
tool in controlling troublesome and herbi-
cide-resistant crop weeds in Wheatbelt
regions with 325-450mm annual rainfall.

The new cultivar germinates late in the
season compared to traditional pasture
legumes and weeds.

This allows farmers to use non-selective
herbicides or intensively graze stock for
three to six weeks after the break of season
to control weeds without compromising pro-
duction.

Delayed sowing to allow consecutive
knockdowns with non-selective herbicides

usually reduces pasture establishment and
can limit winter production of the legume,
decreasing herbage and seed yield.

The yield penalty for Agwest Sothis, how-
ever, appears to be much less than for cur-
rent pasture legume species.

It grows rapidly in late winter/early spring
to produce a productive legume-dominant
pasture for grazing or forage conservation.

This upright habit makes it an ideal plant
for mixtures with grasses that can be used
later in the season for conserving silage or
hay.

Agwest Sothis can be grown on acidic and
alkaline sandy-loam and loamy soils (pH 5-
8).

The exciting new variety offers farmers an
opportunity to control weeds during the pas-
ture phase compared to traditional pasture
legumes that germinate rapidly at the break
of season.

(1 More information: Your local Agriculture
Department staff.

in lower profits.

“Growers considering reducing pasture top-
dressing should also factor in the impact to their
farming enterprise in the longer term,” Mr
Reynolds said.

“Particularly in relation to their stock-carrying
capacity over the full season and the effect on soil
nitrogen supply for crop production in subsequent
years.

“Farmers hoping to lift stocking rates if the sea-
son is kind, will need to adjust fertiliser applica-
tions accordingly to provide for the extra num-
bers.”

Mr Reynolds reminded producers of the bene-
fits of topdressing early, which were highlighted
by CSBP trials at the Rylington Park community
research farm near Boyup Brook last year.

Coordinated grazings were conducted during
the trial, showing that higher Super Phos applica-
tions also allowed for higher stocking rates — at up
to 3.8 DSE/ha more for the 300kg/ha application
compared with the nil plot.

Mr Reynolds said it equated to the popular prof-
it measure of $25/ha gross margin for every DSE,
the extra carrying capacity achieved with the high-
est Super Phos application would result in a $95/ha
gross margin increase, in what was a very poor
season.

Rylington Park producer Bevan Bignell said he
was amazed by the pasture response to the earlier
applications and to the higher treatments over the
course of the season, considering the poor condi-
tions.

“The pasture really got away and it hung on
longer,” Mr Bignell said.

“We were brought up with the thinking not to
topdress too early because with a heavy rain it
could wash off and you lose it.

“There was certainly a big advantage with the
early applications and we will be putting it on ear-
lier here now.”

0 More information: CSBP phone 9411 8777
or visit www.csbp.com.au
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Considering buying Pasture Seed this year?
Don’t get caught with unauthorised seed

You should be aware that some varieties of Pasture Seed are protected
by Plant Breeder’s Rights(’ and can only be produced and sold by

parties authorised by the PBR owner. Unauthorised production, sale,
export, import or stocking of seed of these varieties may result in the
seller and/or purchaser being prosecuted in accordance with the PBR

Act 1994 (Cth).

Below is a list of Pasture varieties protected by the Department of
Agriculture and Food’s PBR. When purchasing seed of these varieties,
be certain that the seed has been grown by an authorised licensee,
to avoid prosecution. For further information contact the Pastures
Commercialisation Officer at the Department of Agriculture and Food

on (08) 9368 3871.

Department of Agriculture and Food Pasture varieties protected by

Plant Breeder’s Rights:|:

Cadiz P Cefalu’
Coolamon Denmark >
Goulburn» Izmir
Mauro > Nitro Plus »
Urana Yelbini

Note; There are other pasture varieties protected by PBR that are not listed above, please
contact the PBR owner for further information.

Faven
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IS THE COST OF NITROGEN
KILLING YOUR BUDGET?

cll

ALOSCAP granular seed inoculants are a real option for growers to fix your
own nitrogen and offset rapidly rising applied nitrogen costs.

* No need for messy slurry inoculation

Sow early or late, deep or shallow it meets your program needs
ALOSCAP can be mixed with seed or fertilizer or separate box

Suits single pass dry sowing operations

Buffers Rhizobium from crop protection seed dressings that normally
harm legume inoculants

e Puts dollars in your pocket with subsequent crop yields

Group AL - Lucerne
Group N — Chickpea

ALOSCA?® inoculant Groups
available February 2007
Group C - Trifoliate Clovers
Group S - Serradella and Lupin
Group BS - Biserrula Special
Group AM - Annual Medics Group

ALOSCA Technologies Pty Ltd

Charano Group F - Faba, Lentil & Field Pea
ioo

Erica . Recommended application

Margurita Rate: 10kg/ha

Santorini Pack sizes: 25kg or 500kg bulkas

York 1 Shelf life: 12 months

Enquiries & orders contact ALOSCA Technologies Pty Ltd
PH: (08) 9446 1533 Fax: (08) 9446 1599
or contact your local stockist _ website: www.alosca.com.au

NEWMANS

SEED WORKS

NEWDEGATE

GRAIN GRADING
CLOVER CLEANING

CLOVER AND
LUCERNE SALES

Ph Rob or Julie
on 08-9871 1562
or
Fax on 08-9871 1584
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